How Inspections Work

With Fewer Violations, Lower Scores Are the Goal
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Because getting clean roadside inspections is the key to getting favorable scores under the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s Compliance, Safety, Accountability program, it’s important for carriers and truck drivers to understand how the agency plans to target trucks for inspection.

To help screen commercial vehicles for inspection, FMCSA has developed an Inspection Selection System to extract carrier safety data and , based on the number of alerts in each of the seven Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement Categories, assign an inspection value from 1 to 100.

An inspection value of 75 or more means that an inspection is required.

A value between 50 and 74 means that an inspection is optional.

A value below 50 means no inspection is necessary.

In cases where there are insufficient safety data to rate a carrier, an alternative method of scoring is used to determine whether a vehicle should be inspected.

For example, an inspection would be warranted if a carrier is within one inspection of the minimum number needed to calculate a safety score, or has no inspection history or has a low rate of inspections per power units.

Inspection would be optional in cases where the carrier or driver has a high rate of inspections per power unit.

Although trucks may be stopped for traffic violations or visible mechanical defects, inspections must be conducted by specially trained safety personnel.

In some cases, law enforcement may stop a vehicle for what FMCSA officials said is a “pre-inspection screening” to determine whether a vehicle or driver warrants closer examination.

“If a law enforcement officer conducts only a pre-inspection screening, then a safety inspection report will not be generated.” FMCSA said. “ A driver can request an inspection, but it is up to the roadside inspector to determine if he or she will give one or not.”

Out of some 80,000 state and local law enforcement officers, only about 14,000 are certified to conduct commercial vehicle inspections, according to the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance, a nonprofit organization that provides training services and promotes uniform inspection standards across local, state and federal jurisdictions in the United States, Canada and Mexico.

· LEVEL I and LEVEL II inspections are the most comprehensive, covering all driver and vehicle safety issues.
· LEVEL III inspections cover driver and hazardous materials issues only.

· LEVEL IV inspections cover special items, such as cargo tanks.

· LEVEL V inspections cover the vehicle only.

Under federal rules, inspection data must be transmitted from states to the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration within 21 days.

A “clean” inspection results when no violations are recorded in any Behavior Analysis and Safety Improvement Categories, which consist of unsafe driving, fatigued driving, driver fitness, alcohol and drugs, vehicle maintenance and cargo securement. Another BASIC is crash history, which measures the frequency and severity of DOT-defined crashes and is not reliant on data from inspections.

Safety inspections with no violations improve a carrier’s overall CSA score.

According to FMCSA officials, roughly one-third of the 3.5 million state inspection reports uploaded each year have ZERO VIOLATIONS.
